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From the shadows of Bremerton sports arises a man of the world — Don Davis

By TERRY MOSHER

| EDITOR, SPORTS PAPER

; tcame as ashock
Ito some when
. <& Bremerton High
' School’s Don Davis
# was awarded a foot-
all scholarship
0 Montana State.
. From the get-go at
. then East Bremer-
¢ ton High School
¢ (before East and
* West Bremerton
L HS merged back
| into  Bremerton
- HS in 1978), Da-
L vis was touted
' as a basketball
® player.

i In fact, the
| 6-foot-four Da-
Sl Vis (he was
B Jisted at 6-5 in
.the basketball
. program) was
going to be
the next Rick
‘Walker. Walk-
er, of course,
led East High
to back-to-back
‘state champi-
‘onships in 1973
and 1974.

. But lo and be-
“hold, there it was
‘inaMarch1,1979
‘column written
by  Bremerton
Sun sportswrit-
er Bob Warcup,
that  Montana
State had sur-
prised even Davis
by granting him a
football scholar-
Pship along with

n teammate and the

Bremerto

6-foot-4 Davis did well in high

school basketball in 1978, but
went on to Montana State with
a full football scholarship.

Boddie.
“Until Sunday I figured

countesypnoros  1d g0 to school somewhere

more football heralded Tony

around here,” Warcup quoted
Davis in that 1979 column. “I
planned on working during
the summer to earn money for
tuition and books ... I wouldn’t
have considered walking on
for football.”

“Recalling back to my grad-
uating year (1979) of high
school, it’s not clear to me
what course my life would
have taken had it not been for
the scholarship,” says Davis
now. “The decision to go to
college or not was, at best, a
question mark. I had a small
landscaping business from
which I was making pretty
good money, and the benefits
of an education were, at some
level, vague to me.

“Suffice it to say, I am thank-
ful the scholarship made that
decision for me.”

That was only the begin-
ning of surprises surround-
ing Davis, the son of Stella
and the late Dick Davis. The
lanky Davis has led a life that
most of us only dream about.
Not that anybody would have
known about it by just watch-
ing Davis play on Dec. 27 in
the fourth-annual East-West
alumni game at Les Eathorne
Gym and the Ken Wills Court
at Bremerton HS.

All one would have guessed
from that late December ap-
pearance is that Davis was in
good physical shape, but may-
be not quite ready to again
dominate on the basketball
court the way he once did for
East High and then Bremer-
ton High in the 19878-79 sea-
son.

Of course, Davis is no longer
aspring chicken. Heis51and a
veteran professional architect
who has plied his expertise in

that field all over the globe. He
has visited 42 countries. So he
can be excused for not having
the old spring in his step and
the good hands of a certain
insurance company.

Davis flewin from South Ko-
rea for the Christmas season
to be with family still living in
the area, including his mother
and sister Debra, and to play
in the East-West game. South
Korea is his latest gig with a
company called Ch2M HILL,
which according to its website
is the global leader in consult-
ing, design, design-build, op-
erations and management.

The headquarters for CH2M
HILL is in Englewood, Colo-
rado. It has been considered
for the past four years one of
the world’s most ethical com-

panies, and Davis is currently-

back in South Korea design-
ing an Army base for the U.S.
Government under a CH2M
HILL contract.

Davis has been in important
positions with Bechtel Corp
(including design work on the
Salt Lake City Winter Olym-
pics in 2002) and with CH2M
Hill. His work has allowed
him the freedom to roam with
his wife of 20 years, Nagila
Guimaraes, to spots on Earth
- some of it by bike - that most
of us will never see.

But first things first.

As a young kid growing up
in east Bremerton, Davis got
involved in football and bas-
ketball with the North Perry
Pee Wees.

“Don was a very, very good
athlete,” says Boddie, who
lives in Port Orchard and has
a management position with
Nestlé’s and does a little trav-
eling himself, mostly around

the Pacific Northwest, but oc-
casionally to California and
to St. Louis. “I remember him
from back when he played for
North Perry. I was with West
Bremerton and I remember
playing with Don in the Pee
Wee Leatherneck Bulldog
Bowl (at PSNS). He was one
of the younger players to play
in it, and so was I. They took
the A String Pee Wee all-Stars
and he made it back-to-back
and I made it three times from
1971-73, and was MVP twice.”

Davis then played both
basketball and football at
Bremerton, although it was in
basketball where his presence
was most public.

As a young teen, Davis got
involved in the Les Eathorne
thing. Eathorne would open
the East High gym and kids
would flock there to partici-
pate and be close to the grow-
ing legend of Eathorne.

He and Kurt Olson, younger
brother of Kevin Olson, who
was on the 1973 team that
beat Timberline for East’s
first state championship,
were friends and classmates
and the two of them made
sure they were at the gym on
Sundays.

Davis and Olson would
shoot around and occasion-
ally they would be offered the
chance to play with the “big
guys”, players like Walker, Clif
McKenzie and Mike Walthall.
Getting that kind of chance
made Davis a much better
player.

And if that wasn’t enough,
Eathorne figured Davis had a
chance to be the next Walker.
Walker, of course, was a high
school All-American and a
college All-American at Uni-

versity of Puget Sound.

“Les would take me to the
girl’s gym (auxiliary gym) and
drill me,” Davis says. “I think
he was trying to groom me to
fill the shoes of Rick Walker.
He’d pass me the ball and we’d
do drill after drill.”

Davis did not turn out to be
the next Walker. Only Marvin
Williams would reach that
level in a Bremerton uniform.
But Davis was a good high
school player for the Knights.

Ted Berney was the East
High and then the Bremerton
High football coach and he re-

members Davis as a solid foot-

ball player who was probably
a better basketball player.

“I think he might have been
a little bit more of a basketball
player than a football player,
but he held his own in foot-
ball,” says Berney of Davis,
who was a linebacker and
tight end.

Berney remembers. Davis
as, “Just a quiet, giant kid. He
cast a big shadow, but didn’t
make a lot of noise. He never
promoted himself. He was not
a boastful kind of kid. He was
just a real humble person.”

So it came down that Davis
was content to stick around
home after graduating from
Bremerton, work his land-
scaping business, maybe go to
Olympic College, maybe play
a little basketball, and then
see what happens.

He had no idea that Mon-
tana State would come riding

in on a white horse and offer a -

football scholarship.

“I had no interest, no ambi-
tion, to go and be a football
player,” says Davis.

But once he was offered one,
he quickly started hitting the

weights. He played basketball
his senior year at about 235
pounds, up 40 pounds from
his usual weight. The weight
lifting caused his shot to fall
off. After a few of his shots
would clang off the rim, Eat-
horne would chide him: “You
got to lay off those weights.”

But all of a sudden football
was on his mind, because now
he had a chance to get a
good education for free
and be able to study ar-
chitecture, which first
attracted him at East
Bremerton HS ina Frank
Bratonia class.

Bratoniia called it an
architecture class, but
really what it was me-
chanical . engineering.
No matter the name, Da-
vis found he was good
at it. So he went off with
Boddie to Bozeman,
Montana to play for the
Bobcats and study archi-
tecture.

Boddie would go on to
start at Montana State
as a runmning back and
play in thie USFL and the
NFL. He was one of the
Denver iteam captains
for the 19:88 Super Bowl.

Davis 'was converted
into a cemter at Montana
State, although he gave
up football after his ju-
nior year. As many stu-
dent/athletes discover once
they sign: a letter-of-intent to
play a Di-1 sport at a major
college, playing that sport be-
comes meore of a job. Players
on scholarship are often en-
couraged not to take a hard
course of” study because it in-
terferes writh.the demands of a
D-1 sport..

BO.
“T'hey were muddy and tire
the Bobcats were happy after their 24-7 win
over cross-state rival Montana. Expressing
their jubilation over the win are Don Davis
(60) and Tony Boddie (20).”

And studying architecture
is not close to having basket
weaving as a career option.
Architecture takes serious
thought, time and effort.

To show how tough it is,
Dave began his studies at
Montana State in a class of
330 and five years later when
he graduated there were just
25 of them left. Not that they

all dropped out, but some did
and the others switched to a
different course study.

“I had begun my architec-
ture studies and it’s a very
rigorous curriculum. Very
time demanding,” Davis said
of his decision to quit football
and concentrate on his stud-
ies. “And you get into college

AILY CHRONICLE

d Saturday but

ball and it’s a different game.
I didn’t have aspirations be-
yond college. Really, there was
a “y” in the road and I had to
decide whether to get my edu-
cation or to continue on play-
ing football.”

These types of decisions are
made every year by hundreds
if not thousands of athletes
across the American land-

~ scape of college sports.

& There comes a time when

‘& they hit that proverbial
‘wall and a choice has to
e made.

“Because of the de-
‘mands of architecture
classes, they (the coach-
es) know coming in you
are not going to make it,”
says Davis. “They told me,

8 ‘this is not going to work

 for you.” (The coach) dis-
couraged me from even
starting out - that it was
too tough, too demanding
' to do both. ¢

. For a while it worked,
L but it was tough. Davis,
t who was an excellent stu-
' dent in high school, was
humbled by the experi-
% ence. For a road game,

' Davis would not get back
to campus until late Sun-
day night, and he still had
studies to do.

“I had to work all Sun-
day night just to catch
up,” says Davis. “I man-
aged to graduate within the
five-year curriculum, but the
years playing football, I strug-
gled to keep up.”

It all began to drag on him,
and while he didn’t want to
give up on his teammates,
there clearly was no choice
but to quit the team and move
on with his life as a serious ar-

chitecture student.

“It was a tough decision to
make,” he said, “I was on a
full-ride scholarship and it’s
not easy to just give it up.”

Boddie says Davis, who ar-
rived as a tight end at Mon-
tana State, turned out to be a
pretty good center. He thinks
Davis would have been a good
starting center his senior year
if he had stayed with football.

“I think he could have been
something special,” says Bod-
die, who roomed with Davis
the first quarter at Montana
State. “He buffed up to about
250 pounds and he had real
powerful legs. He didn’t have
the real strong upper body
like you see on the big guys,
but he had real quick feet.”

A picture in the Bozeman
Daily Chronicle from Nov. 1,
1980 showed Davis and Bod-
die walking off the field after
Boddie rushed for over 100
yards and caught passes for
another 100 while scoring two
touchdowns in a 24-7 victory
over arch-rival Montana. The
two had dirty uniforms and
big smiles on their faces.

But eventually the strain
of trying to keep up with his
architecture passion while
playing football was too much
and after that junior year he
gave up his football scholar-
ship to concentrate on his
studies. Between doing some
landscaping work and taking
out student loans, he didn’t
put a lot of financial strain

on his parents that final year [~

and managed to complete his
studies and graduate in 1984.

Next week - Part II: Davis be-
gins an architecture journey
that will open up new horizons.
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Then remarkable odyssey of Bremerton’s Don Davis

Davis leaves college and begins the journey into business around the world =~

PART O
e

By TEREY MOSHER

EDITORE. SN0 ETE PA FER

t's difficult to understand how a

young boy growing up in Bremerton

could land on some of the world's
biggest stages, especially considering
Don Davis' father Dick didn't especially
like to travel or try new things.

Dick Davis and wife Stella did provide
a stable, conservative home life, and
were by all accounts top-notch parents.
Dvick, who died two and a half vears ago,
in fact, was a key member of the East
High Dad's Club that was the backbone
of legendary coach Les Eathorne's bas-
ketball program at the old Bremerton
school on the eastside. Dick Davis and
other dads packed the west side of the
bleachers during basketball games, giv-
ing their strong vocal presence to the Knights,

But to say Dick and Stella’s son would one day be
a revered architect who would be invelved in ma-
jor projects around the globe would have stretehed
credibility. IVs very possible that Davis' mother was
even shocked her son was a foothall player, She did
not want him playing football as voung child be-
cause she didn't want him to get raddy.

“They never applied any pressure to play or not
play.” says Davis of his parents, “except 1 know my
mother was against me playing football in pec wees
= but mostly because she didn’t see the fun of play-
inginthe mud and rain.

“Little did she know at the time that was the at-
traction.

“That said, while trying to think of something to
sy a5 o toast-at my parents’ 50th wedding anniver-
sary, it oceurred to me that with exception of a few
games in college, my parents had not missed a sin-
gle game during my entire pee wee and high school
career (nol an insignificant number),

“T am grateful for their support”

Dayvis net only played football, but in &n amazing
twist, got a scholarship to play it at a D-1 school -

I 1052, Don Davis bockies the

Montana State. Il was thought by most people that
if he was to play on scholarship at a schoal, it would
be basketball, because Davis was a star player for
the East High Knights in the 19705 and then for
Bremerton High School in the 1878-79 season, his
senior year.

S0 it goes, however. The twists and turns in life
sometimes go off In unusual ways, and that would
be so for Davis, although the unusual over the years
has turned into the usual for him.

quuicl-:lyh-lngthmmup to date, Davis is now 51
and an architect withe CH2M Hill in' the Transpor-
tation Business Group. He's currently in South Ko-
réa working on a big project involving the big Unit-
ed States” Army base there. He was here over the
Christmas holiday, during which he played in the
fourth annual East-West Alumni basketball game,
seoring two points and grabbing nine rebounds for
East as it suffered its first loss in the series, 39-31,
since then he has flown back to South Korea.

Davis was inspired to get into architecture by an
old teacher at East High - Frank Bratonia (his son
Mark would land a scholarship to USC, where he
was a tailback), He had, he discovered, a knack for
sketehing and drawing and was, he says, pretty de-

0 mile bike treck from Londor to Statfen.

cent in math, and over time it opened
up his creative side.

There are several sides to being
an architect and the two biggest are
the technical, or engineering side,
and the creative side, where one can
use imagination to construct some-
thing.

‘The story begins with Davis going
to Montana State, where he played
football through his junior year. He
arrived in Bozeman with Bremerton
teamimate Tony Boddie, and the two
wolld become roommates thelr first
quarter at the school,

Daviswould quit football after that
junior season to concentrate on his studies. When
he graduated in 1984, he returned home to Bremer-
ton and lived with his parents for a couple weeks
until he got a job In Gig Harbor as an architectural
designer/drafisman for Peninsula Architects,

This would be the entry Into a caréer that would
soar and would not only test his imagination but

Aalso increase his curiosity about the world.

In the two years he worked for Peninsula Archi-
tects, Davig helped deslgn a large church, fire sta-
tion, customized homes and commercial bulldings,
amang other projects. He then moved to a firm in
Tacoma for another year - he helped design the
Pierce County Law Courts building. During this
time, a romantic relationship found him moving to
California where he became a consultant to more
than 10 architecture and design firms in the greater
Los Angeles area,

Part of his six years in La-La Land he spent de-
slgning an addition to the historic William Andrews
Clark Memorial Library and an Armani showroeom
on the famous Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills. He be-
came the lead architectural designer on a 50=hect-
are waterfront theme park planned for Hiroshima,
Japan, This was for Entertainment Design Interna-
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tional, a subsidiary of Mitsubi-
shi Corp.

That led to Davis moving over [
to the world-wide Bechtel Corp, 8
This move would be the begin-
ning of his world travels. Davis S
worked for Bechtel from 1992
bo 2008, and his first project
for them would be as senior ar- £
chitect for the 200-acre MGM 28
Studio Tours expansion to the
Eurc Disney Theme Park lo-
cated in Parls, France. All hiz
work would be done at Walt
Disney Imagineering in LA.

The MGM Studio Tours
project was an exciting time
for Davis because he would be involved in
the actual construction, once the design phase was
completed. That meant he would be'in Paris.

Didn't happen.

"I &pent a vear and hall on the project and had it
all eome together, in the back of my mind, I would
have wound up in Paris,” says Davis. "(But) the cli-
ent decided to put the project on hold.

*80," Davis laughs about himself, *what were you
doing for the past year and half"

After that year and half, and within two weeks, 90
percent of the staff working on the project was let
go. He had been planning a trip to Europe to visit
Spain, Norway and Germany, 80 he Just sped that
up-

He was in the LA Airport ready to board a fight
to New York, bound for Europe, when he got a call
from Bechiel. He was told there was a job opening in
New York City and was asked if he was interested.

“I managed to say ves,” says Davis, “and took a
stopover in New York and interviewed for the posi-
thon = field architect for the renovation of Penn Sta-
tion. I was offered the position and took it, telling
them T would report back in six weeks”

Davis took his Earo-
pean trip, doing some of it by bike, and began work
u;g;lm three-year Penn Statlon project in June of
1883,

The journey to Europe and biking began an affair
with adventure that persists to this day. Although
Davis at first said the adventure of travel and ex-
perience of living abroad was not part of his overall
strategic plan, he finally admits that was not entire-
Iy correct.

“I did actively seek opportunitics to mrl: abroad
and/or on interesting projects.

“This ‘wanderlust’ actually started earlier when 1
was in college: With demands of summer training
for the next (football) season behind me, during the
summer between my sophomore and junior year I
lived and worked in Fairfax, Va

“A classmate of mine who was from Fairfax told
me of a drafting job with a swimming pool company
and my aunt and uncle had a house in Faivfax where
I could live, I took the westhound bus'to work, but
recall on occasion T would opt instead to take the
eastbound bus inte DUC and tour the musetims for
the day.

“1 {also) ran five to ten miles a day
- and lost 20 excess football pounds.”
The next summer, Davis weént to
Staufen, Germany toattend the Goethe
(Language) Institute so he could make
up some humanities credits to keep on
track with the curriculom.

"I had to ask my parents for money
which, to this day, I feel some puilt, be-
cause there were probably ways to have
earned the same credits at Olympic Col-
lege for much less, if truth be told, and
knowing this money didn't come easy to
my parents,” Davis says,

“IL was perhaps this guilt that brought
me Lo puirchase the cheapest airline tick-
et to Europe, which was from Edmonton,
Alberta to London, and to cover the rest
of the T00 miles (in seven days) to Staufen by bicy-
El-ﬂ,"

It's amusing now that Davis really didn't know the
distanie from London to Staufen. He just looked at
A map and thought, *Earope is small, it shouldn't
be far” It turns out the trip was 700 miles by bike.
Theride left him 50 sore he didn't touch the bike for
another two months - until it was time to make the
return trip to London.

But he hod had his first real adventure, and now
wanted maore.

“I opted to see the country by hitch-hiking, which
was an acceptable mode of transport at that time in Eu-
rope,” Davis said, “Classes were from Monday to Friday
and Friday afternoon I would set off with my backpack
and venture toanew city - often times not the city Thad
planned either. IFT could get a ride 500 kms (kilometers)
into a ity T had not been to, I would take the ride.

“Tam eternally grateful to may parents for this amaz-
ing summer”

MNex! week = Part HE: The remarkable career and ad-
venfures of Davis continues,



SPORTS PAPER WEEKLY

The remarkable odyssey of Bremerton’s Don Davis

Davis goes from Penn Station project to j

he adventures of Don

Davis, the former East

Bremerton/Bremerton
High School and Montana
State football -player,  con-
tinued on, ones he fetdrned
from a six-week vacation to
Evrope. He had taken a sec-
ond job with Bechtel Corp.,
thizs time ag fAeld architect for
the: removation of Penn Sta-
Hom in Mew York City.

“It was a greal experience,”
Davis said: “IC was the sec-
ond tme 1 lived in Mew York.
[ interned: in New York City
between my fourth and fifth
vearal Montana State™

“Thistime, his stay was more
than a summer, He lived thers
for three years while working
o the project.

Then in June of 1996, he was
off for his biggest adventure
yet, as lead architect for the
expanzion and renovation of
the Dubai International Air-
port in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates.

The project came in at over
=1 billion in cost, which in=
cluded the design and con-
struction of a new 28-gale
concourse, expansion of Ter-
minal L'and adding a Termi-
nal 2; among other things,

I found it very Interest-
ing," says. Davis. “It was my
first foray internationally. It
was a different place in 1996
compared to what it is now, 17
venrs later”

When he was offered the
jol, Davis gaid he had to look

on a map to fnd out where -

Dubai was. He had Hittle clue.
And back then the culfure
was definitely. Arabic, which
can be a shock to the system

Yy By TERRY MOSHER
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for Westerners.

But like everything else in
life, things have changed in
Dubai since he first set foot
there, The bigpest change is
from pure Arabic fo-a com-
mercial desert setting.

“People have  referred to
it as Los Vepas on: Steroids”
says  Davis, laughing. “Any
bird brain could get traction
there!”

According to International
Business Mews, Dubai’s three
man-made Palm Islands are
the world's: elghth wonder. It
took 12 million pounds of rock
and 33 million pounds of sand
from the ocean bottom tocon-
struet the islands, which are
palm shaped.

The story is that Sheik Mo-
hammad bin Rashid al Mak-
toum: wanted theim bullt to
offset future Iost of revenue
from dwindling oil reserves by
increasing revenue frony tour-
ism. Hence, the shift from au-
thientic Arab culture to West-
erm style modernism.

Davis, of course, had: noth-
ing to do with the building of
the Palm Islands.

“Dubai s probably the
most lberal Arabic country
in' the Gulf Begion,” says Da-
¥is. “They want to be open to
tourism, unlike Saudi Arabia,
which i5'more restrictive. You
can cactually  drink aleohol
there (in Dubail. The women
don't have (o cover their heads

with scarves, There are still

restrictions, but in comparl-
son to Saudi, living is easier
there. There are not any real
hardships.”

Three years later - Davis
seems (oo operate in three-

yvear cyeles - he was off o
Salt Lake City to help that
city prepare for the 2002 Win-
ter Olympics. - He ‘managed
the architects and enginecrs
of record and was construc-
Hon manager and associated

consultant with subeontracts

through deslgn and construc-
tion of the 530 million Utah
Olympic Oval that included
a speed skating oval, & run-
ning track and'twoice hockey
rinks.

It’s mot hard to lorget that
in  the recent presidential
election, Mitt Romney used
his suecessful oversesing of
those Garnes, from construc-
tion to finish, a5 proof he was
the better candidate to run
this country feoon the White
House.

And Davis had no problem
with that.

“T was actually ina few
meetings with him and shared
some elevator rides,” says Da-
visz, “Hewas very charizmatlc,
I ‘must say he was very dy-
namic¢ leader - no doubt. He
really brought a lot of energy
to the group and. pulled to-
pether  thousands: of people
He really managed to stimi-
late and excite peaple.

It did nol surprise me, or
any of i15, that he went on to be
governor (of Maszachusetts)
and had high aspirations.”

S0 Davis voted for him,
right?

Wrong,

“I did not,” Davis su‘pd “He
just worked for the wrong (po-
litical) party.”

After Salt Lake, Davis head-
ed to Lima, Pecu, and became
the lead architect onthe Jorge

Chavez " Interna-
tional  Alrport
remwwation and
expansion. The
praject began
when the airport
was moved from
state control 1o
privatization
through a consortinm.

By now, Davis was begin-
ning Lo feel the jolt of going to
one cuilture after another, In
the beginning it takes a lot of
adjusiment to béing in a new
place with new faces and new
language and different ways
of doing things, It may sound
fum,and- it s, but it s also
challenging.

“There is.a disruplion of
your whole  domestio life,”
says Davis, who once parked
his car at'his folks' place in
east Bremerton and 1D years
Iater came back to finally take
charge of it only o find it had
literally fallen apart, “There is
anew language, a diffarent cli-
ent, different co-workers, You
s:nidurn wind up on & new proj-
ect with the same people”

And it's not the easiest 1o
work on different projects be-
cause each project is so dif-
ferent, and there are different
sub-contractors to be dealt
with. '

In Peru, he was responsible
for the final design and con-

struction drawings forall the

facilities invalved in the proj-
cot. 16 was a S10 million proj-
ect, and fve years after com-
pletion in" 2004 the alrport
handled £7 million people
and was honored as the best
South American alrport by
Skytrax, the leading airline
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rating company.

After the completion of the
girport, Davis ‘took a-couple
months off to travel in Bra-
i, which' is where hiz wife
Is from. One has to remem-
ber that even in the middle
of projecks, Davis.often finds
himsell wandering off 10 cx-
plore the area he is in. It's not
like he's hunkered down all
the time, so he is able to get
outand bike or driveand ex-
perience first hand the differ-
ent peoples in- different and
far away lands.

It’s that sort of curiosity that
drives his imagination in de-
slgning different projects, but
it alzo defves him to move out
fromn his core base, to experi-
ence how different people live,
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and to see the wonders of the
world that are off the beaten
path.

S0 for a young boy grow-
ing up in the shadows of the
Olympic Mountains in east
Bremerton, this has been a
thrilling time ofextraordinary
growth. It has allowed him to
do things and see things most
of g will never experience.

And he gets paid, too,

After Eraveling around Bra-
zil, Davis was employed in
his  second-to-last job with
Bechtel. In February of 2005,
he became the senior archi-
tect for design on the 24-mile
extension on the Dulles Cor-
ridar Metrorail in-the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area, The
extension added to the ex-

CIUATEEY PO TO

Daviz was construction maneger of bre Utall Olymple Oval, biilf for Salf Lake City's
22 Winter Clymplcs. He occasionally ribbed shoulders wilth Mité Romney, then CEG

of the Games" onganizing comitfee,

I:TII.U.IILI‘I ||I.'lltl
Davlswas the sendor archilect for the Contral Befvrence Lalorabory i Giargia, funded by the U8, Deparfotent of
Defense Threat Reduction Agency. 1 is psed for "diagrostic and pathogen eharacterizalion.”

isting” 103-mile
heavy rail Wash=
ington metrocail
system beyond
the Washington
Dulles  Interna-
tional Airport to
eastern Virginia.

Davis Wasg
there for 18 months and then
mived on bo his last project
for Bechtel, This one took
him to Thilisi, Georgia, and
came about a5 a result of the
Cold War. The United State is
involved in o prograom it calls
Biological Threat Reduction
that is funded to lower the
threat of germ warfare. The
former Soviet Union used sev-
eral of its congquercd 5tates to
conduct biological tests inthe
pursuit of pathogens such as
anthrax.

This particular project’ Da-
vis wag involved in was fund-
ed by the Eurcpean Union
and by the TLS. Department
of Defense Threat Reduction
Apency. Davis was the senior
architect on what was called
a Central Reference Labora-
tory, used for diagnostic and
pathogen characterization for
both human and veterinary
diseases.

Davig said the project also
included renovation and con-
struction of several epidemio-
logical laboratories in Georgia
and Azerbaijan,

“The lab was built g0 they
couhd solve the problems of
creating a sabe repository for
potential dangerous ; patho-
gens,” Davis said.

Apparently the former So-
viet Union had  established
these labs out in the country-
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side ip Georgia to test various
pathogens and with the dis-
sodutipn of the Soviet Union
in 1991 these facilities became
inzeoured,

“So) the first part of the
{project) was to secure this
facility in Thilisi,” says Davis.

There have been stories that
the facility is not as benevo-
lent a5 the L5, Government
l¢ts an, that it is being used
a5 patt of a germ warfare pro-
gram;

“Interesting and not sur-
prising, and whether this is
trie or not, the facility brings

-a leveel of bio-security and 50-

phistfcationthat isunmatched
in the region and certainly
never before seen in -Geor-
gla” (Davis said In response.
"Some have [aulted it for be-
ing "way over-designed’ for its
purpese, which is understood
to be a secure facility for safe
handling of "potentially dan-
gerous pathogens.”

“Leoking at the  facility
from the pasture of one of the
farmis which surround it, it
I like a space shuttle landed
and @ highly secure fence was
consitructed around its perim-
abetr.

“T see what this facility re-
places is also quite a contrast.
I visited many facilities in
the countryside, which, prior
ta this project. had the *bad
stull™ simply stored in refrig-
erators in unsecured offices
in clinics. ™

Davis was lucky. Just after
he left Georgia, a week lat-
ter Russia Invaded and a war
broke out. Davis said he had,
*na | clue this was going to
hapjpen,” although the Rus-

sians were moving troops and
heavy war weapons up to the
border and a war of words
was flowing back and forth
between the two countries.

His wile was not so Jucky.
She was still there when the
conflict started, having ar-
ranged to-fly out two days
later to Abu Dhabd, wihere Da-
vis would start a new job, But
even that became stalled when
the airport was shut down on
the day she was scheduled to
depart.

“Bhe received a phone call
in the middle of the night
from the U.5. Embassy that
a group of U5, citizens were
driving to the Armenian bor-
der the next morning and that
she could join the convow”
Davis. sald, “(The} only re-
quirement was that she had to
meet at the embassy the next
morning and drive her own
car, Only cateh was, we didn't
have a car.

“The company [ worked for
had analternate exit strategy to
drive to Azerbajjan the follow-
ing day. Magila didn't have the
nerve or patience to wait, She
found an Armenian taxi driver
to drive her to the border, {Taxi
driver nesded to be Armenian
to be able to eross the border)
She was too late to leave with
the US convoy bul she asked
the taxi driver (o “put the pedal
to the metal” and was able to
catch up with them when she
reached the border - which was
good fortune.

“The processing time at the
border was more than eight
hottrs But the U5 convoy
was given priotity. I think it
still took something like four

ust missing war 1in (Georgia

hours. The Armenian faxi
driver drove her to Yerivan
where she stayed for a few
nights before being able to
catch a flight to Abu Dhabi.

“The hero in the story is
really the taxi driver who of-
fered to sleep in his car out-
sicle the haotel o ensure Nagila
departed safely. She thanked
him but zaid that would not
be mecessary and gave him a
nice tip.”

And where was Davis when
all this was happening? He
was safely back home in
Bremerton, and on the day
his wife arrived at the border
with the taxi driver was actu-
ally fishing at Ocean Shores.

That job in Georgia would
be the last Davis had with
Bechtel, He would change
over to CHZM Hill and that
would not alter his lifestyle.
The boy from Bremerton
would now be on a course
that would take him to spots
back Inthe Middle East and to
Brazil and would include onee
again working with the 1.5,
Government.

Davis claims there never
was a steategic plan on his
part to take only those posi-
tions. that would . get him to
places he wanted to go. In-
stead, he looked at his moves
as best for his skill sets.

Later, however, Davis would
say there was some planning
on his part. But no matter
what the plan, Davis has en-
joved a momadic life that has
proved to be satisfying in his
career and equally satizfyving
in his personal life,

Not bad for & Bremerton-
born boy.
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The exciting world adventure for Don Davis continues on in n South Korea

E¥ TERRY MOSHER
Ecltfor, Sports Paper

on: Davis® early matu-
ration was ag an - ath-
lete, probably & good

D

enough basketball player for

Hall of Fame coach Les Eat-
horne to earn a college schol-
arship to a small school. But
he - suddenly - gained -a  foot-
ball scholarship to Montana
State,

Thiot was a remarkalde revoers
ail indiéed for the six-foot-finre
Bremorton nndive, who started
out as a tipht end for the Mon-
tona State Holbeats and wound
up nE occenter in his throe-year
career it the Bozeman school,

Davig’s real passion, though,
was Lo b an iechibect amd when
it camo bo make o boagh decizion
on whether Lo eontinue playing
foctlrall or spending more. time

wilh his studies, the chodce' was o

clesiry obvions 1o him.

Diaviz béeanie an architect and,
gines lenving school with his de-
gree, hag beon able Lo schiove a
euality  proficasional  reputation
while 1.!‘11'|.'¢IEH|{ the Hlul,u: 00 VATl
oikd prodects, same of tham on e
grind seale.

After o elese briash by his wife

[Magila Guimares) with a war B

in Georgia in 2008 with imead-

i Russion Forces, Davis was
proparing to take on a geand
design challenjpe in scarch of
the perfect city,

It wras in Aupoast of 2008 (hat
Divis lelt his 18vear career
with the Bechtel Corporation
apd moved ovar to CH2M Hill,
& firat progect: for his now
firm wos - ag design mpnagor
Masdar City in Abu Dhabi,
nitod Arab Emirates,

"It wag an . interesting  proj-
soroye Diavis, who éurront-
ig in Soulh Karen """U-"I'ii“.E
a jobFor’the U8 Govirn-
nt that ia being funded by
the Bouth Korea povernnient.
ST Al Db * government
wanfed the mos{ sustainable city
in the weorld.

Davis' role waz only part of o
praject that is not expected bo be
Faily: compdetied nitil 2025 ol an
eatimated cost of $20 hillion. The
ik a8 far thiy plonned city of Mag-
dar City bobe complebely grecn -
the city will ran entirely on golar
enprgy and other renwible oner-
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ffy soutces; with zero carbon and
poro wiste- ocobogy, - and: mo - cars
will e nldowed in it

It 15 intended that Mesdnr Cite
be the center for the worlds clean
toch companies. The planned pop-
ulntion of the: city is about 50,000,
with an additional 40,000 éome
Tters.

Az the design mahnger, Bovig
aund hiis management team worked
any thres major componants of the
city = Masdar Institate of Science
and Technalogy Uahoratory facil-
ithes, residentinl unils,” moli-use
aporia hall and sediorpom), an -
ternal car park facility for 16,000
cnrd, ond the deaipn 'for residen-
tinl, commercinl office, car park,
mcqug and i persenal rapid tran-
Eﬂt.irﬁnﬁpm'lﬂlinn maboark,

“It was going like gangbustors
in 2008 whon the (warld) Gnnneal
erivis hit and the price of sl por
burrel plunged to new lows.” enys
Diavis,

Wisen the: projoct stalled in 2010,
Davis ofe for Bangabore, India as
desin manager for the 200 mil-

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2013

ton rénovation and expangian of
the Bangilore International Al
port. He wag thire for o vear s
halfl and then fibed in for seven
months ag the senbor architect for
. sami-conduetor fabrication neili-
by mnel afffce comples back in Al
Dhakbi.

Then came an opporbanily 2o g
back Lo Brazil, whers his wifo is
fromy, He was project architoct for
three monthe o the privatization
af the Viracopes-Campinas Inler-
nattonnl Alrport in Rio de Janeiro,
Viracopes-Campinos: became one
of the firsl airports in Brazil to be
privatized throwgh poblée meetion,

Then be spent five mon: nsonths
in Brozil working ag project archi-
Lect on w grean-field shipyard that
would constriect drill ships for the
ail and gad industry,

Thay say euriasity killed tho cat.
Butin thig care, the *Cat™ ling ot
boen killed. Davis chooges o e
eept jobs that not only sound inter.  port in o joint venture with HOE,
esting and match his skill sols =  He worlcod on the designed for sy
capecinlly on the design gide = bt eral months, but their bid was not
jobs that will put him in different  sweeessful,
cultures ond placea most.  Then up eama anobhar chance
ol us will never see, to travel aboard, = lo South K-
"The timing of whimn  res. The architoct challenge thero
b next progect comes i sticcted when it beeame  neces-
{luonces where you even-  sary bo relocabe 30,000 LS, broops
unlly wind op.” says Da- - from the U8, Yongean Garrison
vig, “There certainly bag  in Seool. The South Koren govern-

peny aty exception whom - ment has purchased back fram the
have been flexible and - United States the land the garri-
wis willing to relicate,  son =ils on. o reburn the Seuth
efinitely not everyhody - Koren governnwnt is poying for
is willing Lo turn an o
dime and rélocate, Once © panded bags' at Army Garrison
you learn the ropes and - Humphreys in Pyeengtack south

e eare  comfiel- 8 el Seoul,

bable with the relocation”  This is whoere Davis cannls i,
#spect, it begomes pretly -+ According to the) CHZM  Hill
exciting” S Website, the praject, “Includes de-
After his lnst projectin  velopment of 2,500 neres, ploce-
Bragil, Davis came home | ment of more than 18 million -
and wos slated to be the  bic yards of All, demalition of more
oroject mamager for the  than 300 facilities, constroction of
srenovikion of the Morth 600 stroetures and associated in-
Terminal at-Sea-Tac Air-  frastrocture, and oxtensive devel-

Dowll Carefo mowmesbary, Gﬂr

the design and building of an ex-
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opoent. of - utifities and
rocda”

This. LIS, mi]il.lu"_-,'
bise Yoengsan has boen
in Seaul for the last B0
weirs and the South Ko-
rean povernmenl  has
wanted Lo reclobm thi
Iand,” Davia® said, “They
offered to - ralocate the
base to Pyeongiack to
Camp Humphroye! There
are & namber of rics paid-
digs. surrounding  Camp
Humphreys and we have
expanded the camp into tham.”

These trovils arcand the globe
eoiihd take m toll on o relationship,
bt Diavis gays his wifieof 20 yeara
hae been good aboul it althoogh
b alan dd ghe reminds hime al-
moat avery day tiat, “thit not ov-
ery workan on the bleck i3 as ok
ible. She e a groat ady, When we
wore working in Salt Lake Cily
(1899-2002), she waz working

with the Sundance Film Festival
(in Park City, Utah)"

aviz has been reluctant to folk
abenat himself up (o this point. He
dhoos nat see that what e las ae
complished 1= important enough

ep

Creek bed in Jomson, N

o Lalk about, &ven though others
might disagres. He also was re-
huctant to talk about his: athlet-
i achisvement during port of his

rit, 2003

enrly architeet carece. for fene of
being storcatypod.

Tt is often true thit athletes who
bocome giars oflon beeoine spoiled
and foel antitbed ta [ifie and its re-
wards,  So Davig tended to Lropd
carefulby wihen asked about his
bckgrenand.

“Wa (heve) spoken a litthe about
the sometinies corrupting affects
of sparts nchisvament on ployers,”
Davis said. *In my cnze, for yosrs
after college, 1 actoally buried the
Imct that 1 had played sports, par-
ticalarty fosdball, to avoid arsecin-
Lion of being a “dumb jock.”

“T remmined incognite for many
yunrs until T worked
for an architect who
thimself played pro-
besaiannl ocoer in
Coonth . America and
who  found that 1
thodd  played fothall
e college. He snid
b regrarded athletes
in e workploos: Lo
thave superior. disei-
pline and tenmwark
capability,
fFrom that peint
o, [ began to share
this foct more free-
by — but few actual-

Iy belbved T pliyed center position
with my current body frame and
weight!”

While talking about his experi-
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‘ences, Dovis rememberod
that botween his fourth and
fiftkh years al Montana State
Wwharn b did o six-month in-
dtermship in New York City
Wwithh o small architeciural
R i that he actually wasin
ditee economic strasts.

Sall i pooT p!u.l:lni:lq.; ar
Enainvety, bat I recall lassd-
ing; al JFE ﬁ;iTj.'ﬂ'll:'t- with-
ol moneyin my pocket for
Ea haotel or having o place to
“atany,” Dovis said. “T paid £8
for = o bus ride ioko Manhat-
tan anad ywenk direct to the NY U
{Maw Yobrk Universidy) studend
cirter bo s kool for advertisements
for & roorm Lo vent. T found 5 rocm
for 530 an month on Lhe lower anst
gide the sgame duy.

“Iwas Iiucky.”

Maybo § it wisn't luck, byt Davis
15 extremmely. happy to have found
hig wifis,. Some married  couples
wehl B o -aplit over the amount of
fravel thaat Davis doss in pursad
of a job thhat Gts his skill sets and
lemds ts@ell to traveling to places
in’ the wieorld whwre adventore §s
just gronpmd the corner.

“Porhapps relevant to- this story
mamy b iy wibe's sinnilar sense for
seeking o out now and diffirent. ox-
perienceses, Davis saye “She was
raized omn e form i Brozil and a-
a child flal a young age develaped
o curiosibity of, as she woukd say,
whit wisas “behind (or beyond) the
meuntainins” in hor immediate view
when shdie wos growing up,

“After r ;11. commpleted her dngre{-
in e

erll:.;.' in Belo Horizonte, Bra-

gil, sl worked for a l'mﬂumgn

.W#ﬂmL prajgram fr rursl

farmors & Funding for the' progoom

wis beining col and she slarted to
ook for o otlvern sptions,

“Bhe k knew a professar who was
teachingig st UCLA with whom #le

couldl simtay, bul ghe necded money -
for-a plalane tickel, Her fother was

s [rom the Cathelie:

opposed Lo her go-
ing, bul her moth-
er . gathered  seed
money b buy the
ticket,

“Whaon sha lofl
for LA i 1987, her
fither wizled hor
woll, but . znid he
swaa anre she would
he hack within &ix
moaithis. Whibi aha
mnintains close pe-
lationship with lsog
peirents  and |as
vigktad theni regu-
Iarly, she only -
torned 24 years
Inter, Lo “Tive® in
Brazil when wo
lived in Hio fpom
June 2011 to Junoe
2012,

*Linpss youa could
sy wir shire o Kin:
drod spirit. or wan:
deriust.”

That wanderlosi
haz made it heord
to seithe down in
oy spod,: although
Dhrviz owns o o
in -Salt Lale Cily
nal ool rental
v imenat Bremerton. He s
mayhe in e years he will serk-
oasly think about slewing  down
nnd getiling in somewhere, Davis
womalid ke i€ to be in Ritznp Conn-
by, bt Iis weifie dhvinks Brazil would
be good, and he can't disagree.

*Brazil is-a picily good ploce lo
b in,” soys Davis. who can see the
two of them moving between Kit-
sap ﬂwﬂrnlﬂﬂﬁ.ﬂ.'ﬂﬂulhm
an aking yarily of wcosystems
pnal bnndeeape; n great coast line,
beautiful . beaches, 1t has: 8,000
miles of coastling, the Amazon He-
gion, tropical islands, mourtain
range that comes right down o
theocean,

“It kind of has the bost of both

REoman riinz ol Lepdis Magne

worlds — beautiful natural trop-
peal terenin thet fronts on ba the
beach.”

=0tk sttt for the onee VOALTHE |'.'r|:|-].'
with bhombe hair that played: all
the 3,-|,|-'|,|.1.|'| pparks in Bréemerton and
whoees thaughts back then weara of
expanding his landscape buginess
and maybe forgeing college.

A mechanical engineering elass
tamght by the late Frank Bratoma
at Esst Bremerton High Schoal
and & gurprise fotball scholarship
L-hnng::d all of thial for that VRIS
. Mow msch af the waorld is his
domndn to explors ad his loisure.

Nothing ks too far away or too
pxotic for. Don Davia to not fully
esqmine and to et ol oo
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